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Prayer Booklet ~  
A Gathering of Prayer on Election Day 

November 8, 2016 
 
 
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, 

by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual worship. 

Do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 

so that you may discern what is the will of God, 

what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
      Romans 12: 1-2 
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Prayers for our Nation and the Election 
 
God of wisdom, we pray with our neighboring churches for leaders of all nations, 
and for those who seek elected office. Especially we pray for those in this country 
who seek office at local, state, and national levels. May each one be guided by 
your wisdom - seeking justice, dignity, and fairness for all people. May civil 
discourse, peace, and unity abound as we all work towards common goals of well-
being and wholeness for your people everywhere. Lord in your mercy, hear our 
prayer.         Tri Corner Presbyterian Church 
 
 
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide 
the people of the United States and our community in the election of officials and 
representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all 
may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.           Episcopal Book of Common Prayer 
 
 
Almighty God, we pray for our country. You have given us this good land as our 
heritage. Make us always remember your generosity and constantly do your will. 
Bless our land with honest industry, sound learning, and an honorable way of life. 
Loving God, thank you for caring about how our country is run, and that we have 
the right to vote for our representatives of government. Help us to remember as 
citizens and voters that you call us to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
you, our God. Amen.                The Anglican Communion 
 
 
Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and 
from every evil way. Make us who come from many nations with many different 
languages a united people. Defend our liberties and give those whom we have 
entrusted with the authority of government the spirit of wisdom, that there might 
be justice and peace in our land. When times are prosperous, let our hearts be 
thankful; and, in troubled times, do not let our trust in you fail. We ask all this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.     
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Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to 
serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for 
justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance 
with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Episcopal Book of Common Prayer 
 
Gracious God, all governments are given by you for our good.  Teach us to honor 
all who govern, because they are your servants.  As we approach a time in our 
nation to choose our leaders, we ask you to grant wisdom to all who will cast their 
ballots. Use the consciences of all, your law written on the hearts of all people, to 
guide everyone in all their decisions.  Give us leaders who will govern with 
wisdom and laws that bring order and justice to our nation.  Provide a continued 
environment in which Your Church may preach and teach all of Your Word and 
administer your sacraments without interference or persecution.  We ask that 
you help us to be honorable citizens and to be dowers of your Word. In the name 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.         Evangelical Lutheran Synod  
 
 
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide 
the people of the United States in the election of officials and representatives; 
that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected 
and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.       Episcopal Book of Common Prayer 
 
 
Lord God, as the election approaches, we seek to better understand the issues 
and concerns that confront our country, and how the Gospel compels us to 
respond as faithful citizens in our community. We ask for eyes that are free from 
blindness so that we might see each other as brothers and sisters, one and equal 
in dignity, especially those who are victims of abuse and violence, deceit and 
poverty. We pray for discernment so that we may choose leaders who hear your 
Word, live your love, and keep in the ways of your truth as they follow in the 
steps of Jesus and his Apostles and guide us to your kingdom of justice and peace. 
We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ and through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.      U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
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God of Goodness and Strength, under your law we live, great God, and by your 
will we govern ourselves. Help us as good citizens to respect neighbors, whose 
views differ from ours, so that without partisan anger, we may work out issues 
that divide us, and elect candidates to serve the common welfare; through Jesus 
Christ the Lord. Amen.                
 
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to 
serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for 
justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance 
with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Episcopal Book of Common Prayer 

 

Prayers for our Leaders 
 
First of all, then, I ask that requests, prayers, petitions, and thanksgiving be made for all people.  
Pray for kings and everyone who is in authority so that we can live a quiet and peaceful life in 
complete godliness and dignity.  This is right and it pleases God our savior. Amen. 

 1 Timothy 2:1-3 

 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart 
and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us 
may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being 
healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our 
time, we pray, those who speak where many listen and write what many read; 
that they may do their part in making the heart of this people wise, its mind 
sound, and its will righteous; to the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, send down upon those who hold office in this 
state of New Jersey the spirit of wisdom, charity, and justice; that with steadfast 
purpose they may faithfully serve in their offices to promote the well-being of all 
people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
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Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to serve: Bless all 
who, following in his steps, give themselves to the service of others; that with 
wisdom, patience, and courage, they may minister in his Name to the suffering, 
the friendless, and the needy; for the love of him who laid down his life for us, 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.    
 

Prayers for Justice 
He has told you, human one, what is good and what the Lord requires from you:  

to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your God.    Micah 6:8 

Holy One, in your perfect realm no sword is drawn but the sword of 
righteousness, and there is no strength but the strength of love. So mightily 
spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of 
the Prince of Peace, as your children; to you be dominion and glory, now and 
forever. Amen.  
 
Lord Christ, at times we are like strangers on this earth, taken aback by all the 
violence, the harsh oppositions. Like a gentle breeze, you breathe upon us the 
Spirit of peace. Transfigure the deserts of our doubts, and so prepare us to be 
bearers of reconciliation wherever you place us, until the day when a hope of 
peace dawns in our world. Amen.  
 
Great God over us all, destroy prejudice that turns us against one another. 
Teach us that we are all children of your love. Encourage us to live together, 
loving one another in peace, so that we may have a world that gives praise to 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Merciful One, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend 
against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently 
use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our 
communities and among the nations, to the glory of your holy Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.     
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Prayers for Wisdom 
But anyone who needs wisdom should ask God, whose very nature is to give to everyone without a 
second thought, without keeping score. Wisdom will certainly be given to those who ask. 

           James 1:5 

St Patrick’s Prayer 433 AD 

 

I arise today  
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity,  
Through belief in the Threeness,  
Through confession of the Oneness 
of the Creator of creation. 
 
I arise today 
Through the strength of Christ's birth with His baptism, 
Through the strength of His crucifixion with His burial, 
Through the strength of His resurrection with His ascension, 
Through the strength of His descent for the judgment of doom. 
 
I arise today, through 
The strength of heaven, 
The light of the sun, 
The radiance of the moon, 
The splendor of fire, 
The speed of lightning, 
The swiftness of wind, 
The depth of the sea, 
The stability of the earth, 
The firmness of rock. 
 
I arise today, through 
God's strength to pilot me, 
God's might to uphold me, 
God's wisdom to guide me, 
God's eye to look before me, 
God's ear to hear me, 
God's Word to speak for me, 
God's hand to guard me, 
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God's shield to protect me, 
God's host to save me. 
 
Christ with me, 
Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, 
Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, 
Christ when I sit down, 
Christ when I arise, 
Christ in the heart of every one who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our 
struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or 
bitterness, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light riseth up in darkness 
for the godly: Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what 
thou wouldest have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false 
choices, and that in thy light we may see light, and in thy straight path may not 
stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most gracious favor, and further us 
with thy continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in 
thee, we may glorify thy holy Name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
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O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and 
grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also 
may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.       

 

Prayers for Unity 
I’m not praying only for them but also for those who believe in me because of their word.  I pray they will 
be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. I pray that they also will be in us, so that the world 
will believe that you sent me.  I’ve given them the glory that you gave me so that they can be one just as 
we are one.                               John 17:20-22 

O Great Mystery, we pray that someday an arrow will be broken, not in 
something or someone, but by each of humankind, to indicate peace, not 
violence. Someday, oneness with creation, rather than domination over creation, 
will be the goal to be respected. Someday fearlessness to love and make a 
difference will be experienced by all people. Then the eagle will carry our prayer 
for peace and love, and the people of communities can sit in the same circle 
together to communicate in love and experience the presence of the Great 
Mystery in their midst. Someday can be today for you and me. Amen. 
              A Prayer of the Chippewa  
 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly 
beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor 
and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, 
and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and 
arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one 
united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. 
Amen.       The Episcopal Book of Prayer 
 
 
O God, you created all people in your image. We thank you for the astonishing 
variety of races and cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles 
of friendship, and show us your presence in those who differ most from us, until 
our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our love for all your children; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Everlasting Lord, endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we 
entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at 
home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise 
among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all 
which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Episcopal Book of Prayer 
 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: 
Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 
hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 
bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in 
harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
        
O God, and Heavenly Parent of all, whose Son commanded us to love our 
enemies: Lead them and us from prejudice to truth: deliver them and us from 
hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time enable us all to stand 
reconciled before you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart 
and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us 
may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being 
healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our 
struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or 
bitterness, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.     
  

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples 
that they might be one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being 
bound together in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body by the 
one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you have sent, your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.    
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Almighty and most merciful God, grant that by the indwelling of your Holy Spirit 
we may be enlightened and strengthened for your service; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.     
 

Prayers for Peace 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.                       Matthew 5:9 

Savior and Friend, in Jesus Christ you have ordered us to live as loving neighbors. 
Though we are scattered in different places, speak different words, or descend 
from different races, give us common concern, so that we may be one people, 
who share the governing of the world under your guiding purpose. May greed, 
war, and lust for power be curbed, and all people enter the community of love 
you have promised. Amen. 
 
God, our refuge and strength: may we be so assured of your near presence, so 
confident of your love for all your children, so committed to your promise of life 
eternal and fullness of joy, that we may stand fast through our distress and 
continue to serve you and minister to your world, though our foundations be 
shaken and we be brought to the time of testing; we pray through Christ our 
Savior. Amen.      The Rev. Jennifer M. Phillips 
 
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow 
love.  Where there is injury, pardon. Where there is discord, vision.   Where there 
is doubt, faith.  Where there is despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light.  
Where there is sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved, as 
to love; for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.               A Prayer of Saint Francis 
 

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide 
with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in 
tranquility your dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the knowledge 
of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen   

Episcopal Book of Common Prayer 


