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Gathering God calls us together to offer praise, acknowledge sin,  
and celebrate our adoption as forgiven children.

Prelude La Fille aux Cheveux de Lin Claude Debussy

Call to Worship  Psalm 100 (NRSV)

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  
Worship the Lord with gladness,  
come into God’s presence with thanksgiving.  
Know that the Lord is God. 
It is God who made us, and we belong to God; 
we are God’s people, and the sheep of God’s pasture.  
Enter the Lord’s gates with thanksgiving,  
and God’s courts with praise.  
Give thanks to the Lord, bless God’s name.  
For the Lord is good;  
God’s steadfast love endures forever,  
and God’s faithfulness to all generations. 
Come, let us worship God!

Opening Hymn  A Mighty Fortress is Our God Red Hymnal 275

Prayer of Confession
Jesus, our Good Shepherd,  
we confess that we have strayed from your voice 
and we have followed our own ways.  
We have become lost chasing after our selfish desires 
even at the cost of hurting our neighbors. 
Seek us out, Lord, call us back to the right paths 
of doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with you. 
We trust that you, who laid down your life for us, 
will lead us through dark valleys into life in all its fullness. Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness 
Friends in Christ, hear and believe the good news of the Gospel.   
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.



Words of Welcome

Time with Children  A Girl Shares Her Faith 2 Kings 5 : 1–14

Proclaiming the Word We encounter the Word in speech and song  
as we interpret and expound scripture.

Prayer for Illumination 
Holy God,  
speak to us now in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may hear your Word, Jesus Christ,  
and respond as witnesses to your Good News today.  
Amen. 

First Scripture Lesson Matthew 10 : 26–33 NRSV

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 
nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul 
and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall 
to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all count-
ed. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. Everyone there-
fore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father 
in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 
heaven.”

Second Scripture Lesson Psalm 69 NRSV

Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck. 
I sink in deep mire, where there is no foothold; 
I have come into deep waters, and the flood sweeps over me. 
I am weary with my crying; my throat is parched. 
My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God. 
More in number than the hairs of my head are those who hate me without cause; 
many are those who would destroy me, my enemies who accuse me falsely. 



What I did not steal must I now restore? 
O God, you know my folly; 
the wrongs I have done are not hidden from you. 
Do not let those who hope in you be put to shame because of me, 
O Lord God of hosts; 
do not let those who seek you be dishonored because of me, O God of Israel. 
It is for your sake that I have borne reproach, that shame has covered my face. 
I have become a stranger to my kindred, an alien to my mother’s children. 
It is zeal for your house that has consumed me; 
the insults of those who insult you have fallen on me. 
When I humbled my soul with fasting, they insulted me for doing so. 
When I made sackcloth my clothing, I became a byword to them. 
I am the subject of gossip for those who sit in the gate, 
and the drunkards make songs about me. 
But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord. 
At an acceptable time, O God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me. 
With your faithful help rescue me from sinking in the mire; 
let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. 
Do not let the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up, 
or the Pit close its mouth over me. 
Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good; 
according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. 
Do not hide your face from your servant, 
for I am in distress—make haste to answer me. 
Draw near to me, redeem me, set me free because of my enemies. 
You know the insults I receive, 
and my shame and dishonor; my foes are all known to you. 
Insults have broken my heart, so that I am in despair. 
I looked for pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none. 
and for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 
Let their table be a trap for them, a snare for their allies. 
Let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, 
and make their loins tremble continually. 
Pour out your indignation upon them, and let your burning anger overtake them. 
May their camp be a desolation; let no one live in their tents. 
For they persecute those whom you have struck down, 



and those whom you have wounded, they attack still more. 
Add guilt to their guilt; may they have no acquittal from you. 
Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; 
let them not be enrolled among the righteous. 
But I am lowly and in pain; let your salvation, O God, protect me. 
I will praise the name of God with a song; I will magnify him with thanksgiving. 
This will please the Lord more than an ox or a bull with horns and hoofs. 
Let the oppressed see it and be glad; you who seek God, let your hearts revive. 
For the Lord hears the needy, and does not despise his own that are in bonds. 
Let heaven and earth praise him, the seas and everything that moves in them. 
For God will save Zion and rebuild the cities of Judah; 
and his servants shall live there and possess it; 
the children of his servants shall inherit it, 
and those who love his name shall live in it.

Sermon Anger and the Promises of God Andrew Scales

Thanksgiving We respond by presenting our offerings, setting the table,  
lifting prayers, and praising the triune God.

Sermon Hymn God of Memory Blue Psalter 137 E

Affirmation of Faith  Colossians 1 : 15–20

Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to Godself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 
making peace through the blood of his cross. 

Moment for Mission

Offertory Out of the Depths Eugene Butler 
  (Psalm 130)



    

Doxology

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer

Sending We follow the Word into the world, sent forth with  
God’s blessing to lives of service and love.

Benediction

Postlude Prelude & Fuge in D Minor (BWV 554) J. S. Bach
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