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Gathering God calls us together to offer praise, acknowledge sin,  
and celebrate our adoption as forgiven children.

Prelude Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Johannes Brahms

Call to Worship  Isaiah 60 : 1–3

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Opening Hymn  We Three Kings of Orient Are Red Hymnal 151 

Prayer of Confession  

God of glory, 
you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, 
to reveal your love for all people. 
We confess that our sin and pride 
hide the brightness of your light. 
We turn away from the poor; 
we ignore cries for justice; 
we do not strive for peace. 
In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, 
and pour out the gifts of your Spirit, 
that, forgiven and renewed, 
we may show forth your glory 
shining in the face of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness   

Friends in Christ, hear and believe the good news of the Gospel.   
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.



Words of Welcome

Time with Children Bring Him Gifts Matthew 2 : 1–12

Proclaiming the Word We encounter the Word in speech and song  
as we interpret and expound scripture.

Prayer for Illumination 
Holy One, giver of all light, 
lift up our hearts and minds to Christ, 
the morning star that never fades. 
By the light of your Holy Spirit 
reveal to us your saving Word 
and lead us to offer our lives to you 
in service and in love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Scripture Lesson Psalm 72 NRSV

Give the king your justice, O God, 
and your righteousness to a king’s son. 
May he judge your people with righteousness, 
and your poor with justice. 
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 
and the hills, in righteousness. 
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
give deliverance to the needy, 
and crush the oppressor. 
May he live while the sun endures, 
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
like showers that water the earth. 
In his days may righteousness flourish 
and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 
May he have dominion from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 



May his foes bow down before him, 
and his enemies lick the dust. 
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles 
render him tribute, 
may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
bring gifts. 
May all kings fall down before him, 
all nations give him service. 
For he delivers the needy when they call, 
the poor and those who have no helper. 
He has pity on the weak and the needy, 
and saves the lives of the needy. 
From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 
and precious is their blood in his sight. 
Long may he live! 
May gold of Sheba be given to him. 
May prayer be made for him continually, 
and blessings invoked for him all day long. 
May there be abundance of grain in the land; 
may it wave on the tops of the mountains; 
may its fruit be like Lebanon; 
and may people blossom in the cities 
like the grass of the field. 
May his name endure forever, 
his fame continue as long as the sun. 
May all nations be blessed in him; 
may they pronounce him happy. 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be his glorious name forever; 
may his glory fill the whole earth. 
Amen and Amen. 
The prayers of David son of Jesse are ended.



Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 2 : 1–12 NRSV

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 
has been written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared.Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were over-
whelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Sermon Another Road David A. Davis

Thanksgiving We respond by presenting our offerings, setting the table,  
lifting prayers, and praising the triune God.

Sermon Hymn What Child Is This Red Hymnal 145

Offertory An Old French Carol arr. Samuel Liddle 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Invitation

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
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