Psalm 23 (KJV)
The LORD the Shepherd of His People
A Psalm of David.
23 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

4

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with
oil; my cup runneth over.
6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house
of the LORD for ever.

Philippians 2:3-11 (NRSV)
3

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let
the same mind be in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus,
6

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
9

Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Footnotes:
a. Philippians 2:5 Or that you have

Colossians 1:13-20 (NRSV)

13

He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.[a]

The Supremacy of Christ
15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in[b] him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before
all things, and in[c] him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.
Footnotes:
a. Colossians 1:14 Other ancient authorities add through his blood
b. Colossians 1:16 Or by
c. Colossians 1:17 Or by

