Christ’s Healing Church

Deacons June 2019
Called to Worship
1. What is Pastoral Care? 
2. Worship and Scripture are a central source for pastoral care.
The worship of God

 in the Christian community 

is the foundation and context 

for the ministry of pastoral care as well as

 for the ministry of nurture in the faith.

Adapted from the Book of Order Directory for Worship, W-6.3000-6.4000 

a. Opportunities for support, comfort, and guidance.

b. The proclamation of the Word in sermon and song lead to recognizing need and may provide care. 

c. Prayers - silent, spoken, and sung - give thanks, intercede, make supplication, and acknowledge God’s presence and power. 

d. Prayer enacted by the laying on of hands and anointing calls upon God to heal, empower, and sustain.

3. Each one of us, is called by God, to care for one another. 

a. This is God’s gift and God’s challenge. 

b. This is pastoral care. 

c. Pastoral care is the way Christians both minister to and support one another in personal and communal life.
4. How does worship offer you care?

Called to Serve One Another
1. As our Lord Jesus Christ has taught us that all Christians  are called to care for one another in daily living, sharing joys and sorrows, supporting in times of stress and need, offering mutual forgiveness and reconciliation. How:
a. The church offers pastoral care to people at times of joy and celebration and at times of crises and sorrow and loss of their lives in and beyond the church. 

b. In celebration, the church responds and extends care at times of birth, adoption and baptism, at confirmation and graduation, at receiving new members, commissioning, ordaining and installing, at weddings and dedications.

c. When people are ill, Christians respond with prayer, visits, and other acts that express love and support for those who are sick and for their households, their families, and their friends. 

d. When illness is critical or is prolonged, the family of faith offers care with special attention to the needs and stresses experienced by everyone involved. 

e. A terminal illness calls for particular care that mediates trust in God, support in suffering, comfort for distress, and hope in the face of death.

f. When death comes, the church in its pastoral care immediately offers the ministry of presence, of shared loss and pain, of faith and hope in the power of the resurrection, and of acts of care and love. The church continues care during the time of grieving and adjusting. 

2. Transitions ~  The church recognizes transitions that bring joy and sorrow in human life.
a. Children are born, grow up, become independent, 
b. People begin work, change jobs, retire; 
c. Households are established, 
d. Many move to new locations, 
e. Churches say hello and goodbye to many new friends; 
f. People are empowered, restored, make new commitments. 
g. The ministries of pastoral care support people in recognizing, accepting, and celebrating these and other such times of adjustment, assisting them in working toward a new role in life and affirming their identity through transition.

Called to Take Stock
EXERCIZE 1:  On this side of the page, note in your lifetime when you’ve received care from the church during times of joy and celebration and at times of crises and sorrow and loss.  
EXERCIZE 2:  On this side note when you’ve extended care as a church member to someone during their times of joy and celebration and at times of crises and sorrow and loss.  
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