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Black Manifesto
The Black National Economic Conference
July 10, 1969 issue

We the black people assembled in Detroit, Michigan for the National

Black Economic Development Conference are fully aware that we have

been forced to come together because racist white America has

exploited our resources, our minds, our bodies, our labor. For

centuries we have been forced to live as colonized people inside the

United States, victimized by the most vicious, racist system in the

world. We have helped to build the most industrial country in the

world.

We are therefore demanding of the white Christian churches and

Jewish synagogues which are part and parcel of the system of

capitalism, that they begin to pay reparations to black people in this

country. We are demanding $500,000,000 from the Christian white

churches and the Jewish synagogues. This total comes to 15 dollars

per nigger. This is a low estimate for we maintain there are probably

more than 30,000,000 black people in this country. $15 a nigger is not

a large sum of money and we know that the churches and synagogues

have a tremendous wealth and its membership, white America, has

profited and still exploits black people. We are also not unaware that

the exploitation of colored peoples around the world is aided and

abetted by the white Christian churches and synagogues. This demand

for $500,000,000 is not an idle resolution or empty words. Fifteen

dollars for every black brother and sister in the United States is only a

beginning of the reparations due us as people who have been exploited

and degraded, brutalized, killed and persecuted. Underneath all of this

exploitation, the racism of this country has produced a psychological

effect upon us that we are beginning to shake off. We are no longer

afraid to demand our full rights as a people in this decadent society.

We are demanding $500,000,000 to be spent in the following way:

1. We call for the establishment of a Southern land bank to help our

brothers and sisters who have to leave their land because of racist

pressure for people who want to establish cooperative farms, but

who have no funds. We have seen too many farmers evicted from

their homes because they have dared to defy the white racism of

this country. We need money for land. We must fight for massive

sums of money for this Southern Land Bank. We call for

$200,000,000 to implement this program.

2. We call for the establishment of four major publishing and

printing industries in the United States to be funded with ten

million dollars each. These publishing houses are to be located in
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Detroit, Atlanta, Los Angeles, and New York. They will help to

generate capital for further cooperative investments in the black

community, provide jobs and an alternative to the white-

dominated and controlled printing field.

3. We call for the establishment of four of the most advanced

scientific and futuristic audio-visual networks to be located in

Detroit, Chicago, Cleveland and Washington, D.C. These TV

networks will provide an alternative to the racist propaganda that

fills the current television networks. Each of these TV networks

will be funded by ten million dollars each.

4. We call for a research skills center which will provide research on

the problems of black people. This center must be funded with no

less than 30 million dollars.

5. We call for the establishment of a training center for the teaching

of skills in community organization, photography, movie making,

television making and repair, radio building and repair and all

other skills needed in communication. This training center shall

be funded with no less than ten million dollars.

6. We recognize the role of the National Welfare Rights Organization

and we intend to work with them. We call for ten million dollars

to assist in the organization of welfare recipients. We want to

organize the welfare workers in this country so that they may

demand more money from the government and better

administration of the welfare system of this country.

7. We call for $20,000,000 to establish a National Black Labor Strike

and Defense Fund. This is necessary for the protection of black

workers and their families who are fighting racist working

conditions in this country.

 . We call for the establishment of the International Black Appeal

(IBA). This International Black Appeal will be funded with no less

than $20,000,000. The IBA is charged with producing more capital for

the establishment of cooperative businesses in the United States and

in Africa, our Motherland. The International Black Appeal is one of

the most important demands that we are making for we know that it

can generate and raise funds throughout the United States and help

our African brothers. The IBA is charged with three functions and

shall be headed by James Forman:

(a) Raising money for the program of the National Black Economic

Development Conference.

(b) The development of cooperatives in African countries and support

of African Liberation movements

(c) Establishment of a Black Anti-Defamation League which will

protect our African image.

*
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1. We call for the establishment of a Black University to be funded

with $130,000,000 to be located in the South. Negotiations are

presently under way with a Southern University.

2. We demand that IFCO allocate all unused funds in the planning

budget to implement the demands of this conference.

In order to win our demands we are aware that we will have to have

massive support, therefore:

(1) We call upon all black people throughout the United States to

consider themselves as members of the National Black Economic

Development Conference and to act in unity to help force the racist

white Christian churches and Jewish synagogues to implement these

demands.

(2) We call upon all the concerned black people across the country to

contact black workers, black women, black students and black

unemployed, community groups, welfare organizations, teacher

organizations, church leaders and organizations, explaining how these

demands are vital to the black community of the U.S. Pressure by

whatever means necessary should be applied to the white power

structure of the racist white Christian churches and Jewish

synagogues. All black people should act boldly in confronting our

white oppressors and demanding this modest reparation of 15 dollars

per black man.

(3) Delegates and members of the National Black Economic

Development Conference are urged to call press conferences in the

cities and to attempt to get as many black organizations as possible to

support the demands of the conference. The quick use of the press in

the local areas will heighten the tension and these demands must be

attempted to be won in a short period of time, although we are

prepared for protracted and long range struggle.

(4) We call for the total disruption of selected church sponsored

agencies operating anywhere in the U.S. and the world. Black workers,

black women, black students and the black unemployed are

encouraged to seize the offices, telephones, and printing apparatus of

all church sponsored agencies and to hold these in trusteeship until

our demands are met.

(5) We call upon all delegates and members of the National Black

Economic Development Conference to stage sit-in demonstrations at

selected black and white churches. This is not to be interpreted as a

continuation of the sit-in movement of the early sixties but we know

that active confrontation inside white churches is possible and will

strengthen the possibility of meeting our demands. Such

confrontation can take the form of reading the Black Manifesto

instead of a sermon or passing it out to church members. The

principle of self-defense should be applied if attacked.
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(6) On May 4, 1969 or a date thereafter, depending upon local

conditions, we call upon black people to commence the disruption of

the racist churches and synagogues throughout the United States.

(7) We call upon IFCO to serve as a central staff to coordinate the

mandate of the conference and to reproduce and distribute en mass

literature, leaflets, news items, press releases and other material.

(8) We call upon all delegates to find within the white community

those forces which will work under the leadership of blacks to

implement these demands by whatever means necessary. By taking

such actions, white Americans will demonstrate concretely that they

are willing to fight the white skin privilege and the white supremacy

and racism which has forced us as black people to make these

demands.

(9) We call upon all white Christians and Jews to practice patience,

tolerance, understanding, and nonviolence as they have encouraged,

advised and demanded that we as black people should do throughout

our entire enforced slavery in the United States. The true test of their

faith and belief in the Cross and the words of the prophets will

certainly be put to a test as we seek legitimate and extremely modest

reparations for our role in developing the industrial base of the

Western world through our slave labor. But we are no longer slaves, we

are men and women, proud of our African heritage, determined to

have our dignity.

(10) We are so proud of our African heritage and realize concretely

that our struggle is not only to make revolution in the United States,

but to protect our brothers and sisters in Africa and to help them rid

themselves of racism, capitalism, and imperialism by whatever means

necessary, including armed struggle. We are and must be willing to

fight the defamation of our African image wherever it rears its ugly

head. We are therefore charging the Steering Committee to create a

Black Anti-Defamation League to be funded by money raised from the

International Black Appeal.

(11) We fully recognize that revolution in the United States and Africa,

our Motherland, is more than a one dimensional operation. It will

require the total integration of the political, economic, and military

components and therefore, we call upon all our brothers and sisters

who have acquired training and expertise in the fields of engineering,

electronics, research, community organization, physics, biology,

chemistry, mathematics, medicine, military science and warfare to

assist the National Black Economic Development Conference in the

implementation of its program.

(12) To implement these demands we must have a fearless leadership.

We must have a leadership which is willing to battle the church

establishment to implement these demands. To win our demands we
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will have to declare war on the white Christian churches and

synagogues and this means we may have to fight the government

structure of this country. Let no one her think that these demands will

be met by our mere stating them. For the sake of the churches and

synagogues, we hope that they have the wisdom to understand that

these demands are modest and reasonable. But if the white Christians

and Jews are not willing to meet our demands through peace and good

will, then we declare war and we are prepared to fight by whatever

means necessary….

Brothers and sisters, we no longer are shuffling our feet and scratching

our heads. We are tall, black and proud.

And we say to the white Christian churches and Jewish synagogues, to

the government of this country and to all the white racist imperialists

who compose it, there is only one thing left that you can do to further

degrade black people and that is to kill us. But we have been dying too

long for this country. We have died in every war. We are dying in

Vietnam today fighting the wrong enemy.

The new black man wants to live and to live means that we must not

become static or merely believe in self-defense. We must boldly go out

and attack the white Western world at its power centers. The white

Christian churches are another form of government in this country

and they are used by the government of this country to exploit the

people of Latin America, Asia and Africa, but the day is soon coming

to an end. Therefore, brothers and sisters, the demands we make upon

the white Christian churches and the Jewish synagogues are small

demands. They represent 15 dollars per black person in these United

States. We can legitimately demand this from the church power

structure. We must demand more from the United States Government.

But to win our demands from the church which is linked up with the

United States Government, we must not forget that it will ultimately

be by force and power that we will win.

We are not threatening the churches. We are saying that we know the

churches came with the military might of the colonizers and have been

sustained by the military might of the colonizers. Hence, if the

churches in colonial territories were established by military might, we

know deep within our hearts that we must be prepared to use force to

get our demands. We are not saying that this is the road we want to

take. It is not, but let us be very clear that we are not opposed to force

and we are not opposed to violence. We were captured in Africa by

violence. We were kept in bondage and political servitude and forced

to work as slaves by the military machinery and the Christian church

working hand in hand.
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We recognize that in issuing this manifesto we must prepare for a long

range educational campaign in all communities of this country, but we

know that the Christian churches have contributed to our oppression

in white America. We do not intend to abuse our black brothers and

sisters in black churches who have uncritically accepted Christianity.

We want them to understand how the racist white christian church

with its hypocritical declarations and doctrines of brotherhood has

abused our trust and faith. An attack on the religious beliefs of black

people is not our major objective, even though we know that we were

not Christians, when we were brought to this country, but that

Christianity was used to help enslave us. Our objective in issuing this

Manifesto is to force the racist white Christian Church to begin the

payment of reparations which are due to all black people, not only by

the Church but also by private business and the U.S. government. We

see this focus on the Christian Church as an effort around which all

black people can unite.

Our demands are negotiable, but they cannot be minimized, they can

only be increased and the Church is asked to come up with larger

sums of money than we are asking. Our slogans are:

ALL ROADS MUST LEAD TO REVOLUTION


UNITE WITH WHOMEVER YOU CAN UNITE


NEUTRALIZE WHEREVER POSSIBLE


FIGHT OUR ENEMIES RELENTLESSLY


VICTORY TO THE PEOPLE


LIFE AND GOOD HEALTH TO MANKIND

RESISTANCE TO DOMINATION BY THE WHITE CHRISTIAN

CHURCHES AND THE JEWISH SYNAGOGUES

REVOLUTIONARY BLACK POWER

WE SHALL WIN WITHOUT A DOUBT

EXCERPTS FROM: “THE BLACK MANIFESTO, ITS
BLACK AND WHITE”

The Rev. Mr. Robert C. Chapman, director for Racial Justice, The

National Council of Churches

…One of the causes of concern among black churchmen within white

denominations is the fact that although many of them, individually

and thru corporate structures, have evinced strong support for the

principles and demands of the Black Manifesto, their white peers

within their own denominations tend to be either heedless or

contemptuous of the positions of their black counter parts. The white

brethren, openly, or by inference, make it quite clear that they never,

no, never shall relate in a positive way to Mr. Forman or the BEDC.

The whites have tried to freeze it out of existence by excoriating its

rhetoric; the blacks have made it clear that the rhetoric could not
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concern them less because the principles and the demands speak to a

just re-ordering of priorities and power. The whites tend to be

adamantly opposed to the tactics spoken of in the Manifesto; but the

blacks, who have had their churches bombed on Sundays, in America,

and who have had Detroit police officers turn a black church into a

sieve—while black women and children were inside—cannot get

terribly excited about the threatened “disruption” of a worship service

in a white church. This mentality, of course, white churchmen are

hard-pressed to understand, but then, we blacks have never murdered

their children by bombing their churches on a Sunday morning,

neither have we fired volley-upon-volley of bullets into any of their

churches whether or not their women and children were inside. What

white brethren must yet understand is that every drop of black blood

extracted by a slave-master’s whip outweighs the present corporate

wealth of America. Those myriad drops, those cascading rivers of

blood, have saturated our culture; and the “damned spots” won’t “out”

until repentance brings reparation, and reparation works full

restitution.

The National Committee of Black Churchmen has said:

We rise to salute the Interreligious Foundation for Community

Organization, which sponsored the National Black Economic

Development Conference, which, in turn, became the channel through

which James Forman could appear as a modern-day prophet, to speak to

the churches. We are mindful that the program proposed has troubled the

waters of Siloam, yet we know that however much the churches may shake

to the vibrations of its own cleansing, the healing of Christ is working

upon them.

It is not yet clear how, or to what degree the “Manifesto Event” shall

work to pull together the thinking and the acting of black churchmen,

particularly those who witness in predominantly white

denominations. It is certain, however, that they cannot be at ease in

churches which may ultimately choose to extol past glories, or which

would continue to dictate to blacks the leadership and models of

behavior they must accept and emulate. In the cards, therefore, is the

grave possibility of a fast-increasing gap between black and white

churchmen of the same denominations. It is not infrequently, today,

that blacks can hear other blacks project the possibility of having

ultimately to withdraw from their denominational affiliations. This

would be a tragedy for black and for white churchmen. Yet, the days

are now limited in which the churches may continue to TALK of

reordering priorities and power. Very soon, they must do it. If not,

their black brethren shall finally be forced into such an untenable

position—title and membership, but negligible authority—that they

shall be unable to face with good conscience their suffering black

brothers.
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Let us not err. The burden of responsibility for change is now squarely

and unequivocally upon the white churches and white churchmen

everywhere. The Black Manifesto can either be positively interpreted

and implemented, thus becoming a boon to the churches—or it can be

rationalized to death and condemned on the basis of its language of

impatience, thus becoming a stumbling-bloc of macroscopic

proportions.

The Black National Economic Conference

* (Revised and approved by Steering Committee.) ↩
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