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We Shall Overcome
A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

379

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: African American spiritual
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. William Farley Smith, 1986
Music Arr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)

WE SHALL OVERCOME
Irregular

Though now associated primarily with the Civil Rights Movement of the mid-20th century, this spiritual
most likely dates from the days of the slave trade; and similarities with the tune SICILIAN MARINERS (see
no. 546) suggest that it might have been a worksong aboard slave ships.
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