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A Report on the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women

Lorraine Jackson

As a delegate with the Presbyterian Women’s
group to the UN Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW ‘68) Conference held in March
2024, Lorraine Jackson had the privilege of
attending a number of discussions, seminars,
and presentations by folks from around the
world focused on the theme of “Accelerating
the achievement of gender equality and

the empowerment of all women and girls

by addressing poverty and strengthening
institutions and financing with a gender
perspective.” Having gleaned a number of
fascinating personal stories, she will present a
report on her experiences and share some of her
impressions from that impressive gathering,

® Lorraine Jackson, along-time
member of Nassau Church and Choir
member, is also currently serving as
the Co-Moderator of the Presbyterian
® Women in the Coastlands Presbytery.
She has been a Deacon and Elder

and active participant on several
Mission and Worship Commissions.
A four decade dedicated library and adult literacy
advocate, Lorraine has served as the Director of
the South Brunswick Public Library where she
founded Literacy Volunteers of America, Middlesex
County. She has held executive roles in The
American Library Association and the International
Federation of Library Associations, where she
founded portable library systems in developing
countries. She still teaches English as a Second
Language for the Library. For many years pre-
covid, she practiced weekly with her fellow Scottish
Country Dancers. She also leads the Jersey Jam
Scottish Fiddlers. Lorraine lives in Cranbury with
her husband Bart with whom she paddles, hikes,
pedals their tandem bicycle, and grows the grapes
for their own Chateau Bonne Chance wine. Together
they have explored over 80 countries.

Sundays, 9:30 AM, in the Assembly Room,
unless otherwise noted

JUSTICE SPOTLIGHT

In-depth Bible Study with George Hunsinger

Galatians

Sundays, 9:15 AM, Room 202

George Hunsinger continues the adult Bible
study with a verse-by verse examination of
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. New participants
are always welcome.

George Hunsinger, Professor of
Systematic Theology at Princeton
Theological Seminary, is also the
founder of the National Religious
Campaign Against Torture.
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Spotlight on Justice: Who Should
Decide Who Gets a Second Chance?

Damon Venable & Rev. Dr. Russell Owen

New Jersey also ranks 4th among all states in its
percentage of elderly people serving life sentences.
Almost 500 people incarcerated in New Jersey
are age 65 or older. The Rehabilitative Release bill
now pending in the N.J. legislature will provide
meaningful opportunities for elders in prison

to petition the courts for sentence revisions or
reductions. As communities of love, faith, and
justice, how are we the voice of the voiceless and/
or the vote of the voteless. Come and hear the
perspective on the pressing need for this Second
Chance legislation from two Lifers who survived

over 30 years in the New Jersey Prison System. Rev.

Russell Owen and Damon Venable will share their
stories accompanied by videos lifting up other
voices to explain why your voice and vote on this
issue are critical.

Damon Venable is a Community Affairs
& Policy Specialist with the New Jersey
Office of the Public Defender. He was
tried as an adult and convicted to a
sentence of life imprisonment for a
crime he committed when he was 16.

‘ 4 1‘ While challenging his sentence, he was

released on parole after serving more
than three decades in prison. During his time in pris-
on, he continued his education and received a degree
in Justice Policy from Rutgers University. After his
release, he joined the NJOPD as a paralegal and is now
serving in a number of roles in that office, including as
a liaison for the recently launched clemency initiative.

I ———
Linked-In Learning Classes:

October 20 - November 17

Once again this fall we will link our worship life, adult

Adult Education October 2024

Rev. Dr. Russell Owen, at age of 19,
was sentenced to 30 to life within New
Jersey Correctional Facilities. He was
released on parole after serving 32
carceral years. He has earned various
degrees and continues to find solace
as a student, while gathering tools

of freedom and liberation. While
incarcerated, he was one of the original contributors/
students of the NJ STEP program, which has grown
into one of most successful college prison programs
nationally. He has received the Esther Award from
New Brunswick Theological Seminary for Transforma-
tive Radical Truth-Telling. He is a Rutgers alumni and
is a member of the Phi Alpha Honor Society for Social
Work. Since being released in 2021, he is now the state-
wide Power Organizer of Live Free New Jersey, which
focuses on ending gun violence, mass incarceration,
criminalization, and police brutality at the local, state,
and national level. He does this in unison with Faith
in New Jersey, a multi-faith, multi-racial civic en-
gagement vehicle for faith communities and everyday
people who strive to fight for social justice.

education, and several small groups. Women in the Old
Testament employ faithfulness and savvy as they navigate
a life at the margins. The small groups will explore the
same text the preachers will take up in worship, and
members and friends of the congregation will feature in
adult education. Let’s learn from these women together as
we ask challenging questions and remember other women
who have helped make a way for us in our own lives.
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Coming Soon...
LINKED-IN LEARNING:
WOMEN IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT
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